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LIS 9201: Practical Assignment 

Corrina McGill 

Due: Friday, December 7, 2012 

 

I used WebDewey and ClassificationWeb for this assignment. 

1. Cheney, N. Phillip, James S. Gould, W. Lachlan McCaw, and Wendy R. Anderson. 

"Predicting Fire Behaviour in Dry Eucalypt Forest in Southern Australia." Forest 

Ecology and Management 280, (20120915, 2012): 120-131, 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/03781127/v280inone_c/120_pfbidefisa 

 

a.) This paper describes developing two empirical models for predicting how fire will behave in 

a specific type of forest, specifically a dry eucalypt forest with a shrubby understorey. The 

models examine several different fuel and environmental factors that can affect the spread of the 

fire.  

b.) The first source I used was the above bibliographic reference and link from the item list 

originally sent to me.  Then I read the abstract and then the list of highlights given by Scholars 

Portal. I retrieved the full original article and printed it, and then I compared the Scholars Portal 

abstract to the one contained in the paper itself to verify that they were identical. I also looked at 

the keywords listed at the start of the article. I briefly skimmed through the article, reading the 

introduction and conclusion. 

 The most useful source was the first paragraph of the abstract, since it gave the overall 

summary of the item. I picked out the most important ideas from that paragraph for my 

description of what the item is about. 

c.) Fire behavior models; Fire; Forest fire; Fire behavior; Fire prediction; Fire in eucalypt forests; 

Factors in forest fires; Model development; Eucalyptus; Southern Australia. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/03781127/v280inone_c/120_pfbidefisa
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d.) Forestry and Forest Management, since the paper is about models for predicting the 

behaviour of fire in a specific type of forest, with the endpoint of being able to manage the fires 

to result in as little damage as possible.  

e.) The audience will need to be considered for this item. The article is very technical and is 

about models and predictions of behaviour, but the end use will be to use the predictions to 

actually manage fires in the real world, so it needs to be accessible to actual firefighters as well 

as forestry scholars. This may be a multi-element work, since it deals with models and 

predictions and with forestry management and fire. The study took place in Southern Australia, 

so geography may be a consideration. 

f.) i.) SD 420.73 .A8 C54 2012 

    ii.) 634.9618 

    iii.) Forest fires—Research—Australia 

          Forest fire forecasting—Australia  

g.) i.) I wasn’t able to specify modeling, but I was able to include --Study and teaching. 

Research—which is fairly close. I wasn’t able to specify either eucalypt forests or southern 

Australia, but I did include the ideas of forest fires and damage. I checked the G 300 Regions and 

Countries Table, and there were no numbers more specific than Australia in general. I included 

the idea of conservation and protection since that is the goal of the models.  

    ii.) This one was the least specific, since I couldn’t bring out Australia, modeling, research, or 

eucalypt forests. The closest I could get was using technology to fight forest fires. However, 

since the models in the article were developed from tests using both deliberately set experimental 

fires and documented wildfires, and because agriculture and forestry are located under 

technology in the 600 class, I thought this was appropriate.  



McGill 3 

 

    iii.) For the LCSH, there were several subject headings that were fairly similar that I had to 

decide between. It forced me to consider carefully the differences between the headings and to 

re-examine the article abstract and try to determine how specific I should be with the subject 

heading. I finally decided to bring out the research aspect because the paper is about developing 

models to predict forest fire behaviour. I also included Forest fire forecasting since the purpose 

of the models is to predict how forest fires will behave under certain given conditions. Another 

choice was Forests and forestry—Management, but the paper is not really about actually 

managing the fires. I wasn’t able to specify eucalypt forests, modeling, or southern Australia.  

 

2. Heffernan, Julian Jimenez. "Lying Epitaphs: Vanity Fair, Waterloo, And The Cult Of The 

Dead." Victorian Literature and Culture 40, no. 1 (2012): 25-45, 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10601503/v40i0001/25_levfwatcotd 

 

a.) This paper analyzes the Waterloo episode in the novel Vanity Fair by William Makepeace 

Thackeray. 

b.) I began again by first reading the bibliographic reference from the list I was sent and by using 

the included link. I read the abstract given on Scholar’s Portal, which is actually the first 

paragraph of the paper as opposed to a summary.  I read the first section of the paper in order to 

get a better grasp of the intent for the overall paper. I then checked Wikipedia and the Merriam-

Webster Dictionary online for the definition of ‘epigraph,’ since I wasn’t sure if there was a 

separate literary definition for it. I also briefly checked Wikipedia for the Battle of Waterloo and 

Vanity Fair, the novel, as well as for William Makepeace Thackeray.  

 In this case the most useful source was to read the entire first section of the paper, since 

the given abstract is only the first paragraph and does not adequately sum up the entire paper.  

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10601503/v40i0001/25_levfwatcotd
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c.) Vanity Fair; William Makepeace Thackeray; 19
th

 century English literature; social satire; 

Battle of Waterloo; George Osborne (fictional character). 

d.) English literature, since I know that it is a novel written in English by a British author.  

e.) The audience for this paper would likely be English literature scholars and students. This is an 

analysis of a scene within a novel and in both LCC and DDC criticism is classed with the main 

author/work.  

f.) i.) PR 5618 .H4 2012 

    ii.) 823.8 

    iii.) Thackeray, William Makepeace, 1811-1863. Vanity Fair—Criticism, Textual 

g.) i.) I found the number for Thackeray and Vanity Fair fairly easily, but I did have some 

trouble using table P-PZ41. The number for criticism is P-PZ41 0.A7-Z, and I was having 

difficulty figuring out if the 0 should be included in the number. The difficulty with 

Classification Web is that it is difficult to find instructions on how to apply the classification. I 

didn’t find the Cataloger’s Desktop helpful, so I ended up Googling how to use LCC table P-

PZ41, and I found enough instructions to leave the 0 out. 

    ii.) This number is deceptively simple. While the instructions for 823 English fiction do allow 

for the use of Table 3—0, the table does not specify criticism. Putting the item in the correct time 

period is as specific as DDC will allow, so there is no way to specify Thackeray, Vanity Fair, or 

that it is a criticism. However, 823.8 exists in WebDewey as a built number, and Thackeray is 

listed there under the LC Subject Headings.  

    iii.) I patterned the subject heading after William Shakespeare, 1564-1616. Hamlet. I decided 

that Criticism and interpretation was too broad since the article focuses specifically on one scene 

in one novel.  
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3. Uncrate http://uncrate.com/ 

a.) This website is a buyer’s guide which offers information (e.g. descriptions, pictures, purchase 

links, etc.) about various products designed and/or promoted as being for men.  

b.) The first source I used was the link I was originally sent in my items list. I read the website 

description on the top banner on the site. I looked at the links to the different pages just below 

the banner. I then scrolled down the page until I found the links at the bottom, where I clicked on 

the link to the ‘About’ page, since I hoped it would offer a more detailed description of the entire 

website. While both the banner description and the About page were useful, the About page went 

into more detail about the history and the span of the publication, instead of the quick two 

sentences.  

c.) Buyer’s guide; Products for men; Digital magazine; Technology. 

d.) This is not an academic subject, which makes it a bit difficult to choose an academic 

discipline. I think the closest one would be to put it into technology, since that seems to be what 

the majority of the products are, even the ones that aren’t listed on the Technology page.  

e.) The audience would be the general public, since this is a buyer’s guide for products intended 

for the general male population and not a specific group. The site claims the form is a buyer’s 

guide, but is really more like a catalog—the site is essentially a collection of advertisements for 

grouped products, since I don’t see any reviews on the site, from users or professional reviewers. 

It does include sponsored products, since the T&A bedding is on every page, including the one 

for vehicles, which lends support to the catalog as form idea. Since it is a website, there is no 

definite geographical location.  

f.) i.) T47 .U5 2012 

    ii.) 640.7329 

http://uncrate.com/
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    iii.) Consumer education—Catalogs  

       Technology—Catalogs  

g.) i.) This one was difficult, since the site includes items for books, DVDs, cars, clothing, 

electronic gadgets, household gadgets, alcohol, soap, artwork, hangers, wristwatches, and more. I 

ended up putting it in general technology, since many of the items for sale could be classed as 

technological (the gadgets, vehicles, DVDs, etc.). It made sense to put it under Elementary and 

popular works, since it is intended for a very general audience. I used the site name, Uncrate, for 

the Cutter since that is what is prominent on the address and the banner, since the author, 

Zombiecorp, is not at all prominent on the site. The site began in 2005, but the copyright date at 

the bottom of the page is 2012, so that is the date I used for the LC number. I wasn’t able to 

bring out the idea that the website is targeted at a male audience.  

    ii.) This was again difficult because of the broad range of products offered by the website, so I 

had to make the classification very general. I again focused on the technology aspect. I found a 

note “Class commercial miscellany of products and services used in individual and family living 

in 640.29”, which told me “Do not use for evaluation and purchasing manuals; class in 640.73”. 

There I found the note “Class here consumer education for home and personal needs”, and this 

seemed appropriate since the website is intended for individuals to purchase products for their 

personal use, as opposed to selling in bulk or to businesses.  

    iii.) I searched for Buyer’s guides, but the instructions were to use Consumer education. I 

looked through the subject headings starting with Consumer and then through Advertising, but 

none of the headings seemed right. The instructions under Consumer education are “Here are 

entered works on the selection and efficient use of consumer goods and services and on methods 

of educating consumers. While the website appears to be nothing but advertisements for products 
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with no reviews to help educate consumers, it does highlight the items for the site’s patrons, so it 

does help with selection of the consumer goods. The About page for Uncrate claims that it is an 

online and a print publication, but the items listed online are not divided into separate issues or 

groupings in any way, and while the banner claims that the site posts five new items every day 

there is no date posted on the individual items. In addition, there are purchase links for each item, 

even though Uncrate does not actually sell the items. For this reason, I chose to use the 

subdivision –Catalogs instead of –Periodicals.  

 I wasn’t able to bring out that the products were intended for men. There was a heading 

for Men in advertising, but that is different than Advertising for men. 

 

4. Animated GIFs: The Birth of a Medium 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuxKb5mxM8g 

a.) This PBS video explains what GIFs are, their history and some of their uses.  

b.) First I used the link in the list I was sent to watch the video on YouTube, where I watched the 

full video. I then read the About information provided by the creator (PBS). While it was useful 

to have the written description, the most useful source of information was to watch the entire 

video itself.  

c.) GIF; Animated GIFs; Explaining technology; Computers; Graphics Interchange Format; 

Computer art. 

d.) While this video initially seems to belong in technology, specifically computers, since it is 

explaining what GIFs are and giving information about them, it really discusses GIFs as an art 

form, so I would put it under Visual Arts.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuxKb5mxM8g
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e.) The form is a video. The audience is fairly general, since the video is a general description 

and not terribly technical. PBS is an American company, but the geographic location isn’t 

specified within the video and it doesn’t really matter if it is included.  

f.) i.) N 7433.83 P3 2012 

    ii.) 776.623 

    iii.) Computer art—Audio-visual aids 

g.) i.) The only area of Technology that I could out this in was under Photography, and not all 

GIFs are based on photographs. Since the video emphasizes GIFs as art, I put it under Visual 

arts. I chose Study and teaching since the video is educational, although it is not instructional, 

which is why I did not choose –Study and teaching as a subject subdivision in part iii below. I 

used PBS as the author for the Cutter, since the video was a PBS production, and I used the 

acronym since that is how it is best known. The video was uploaded to YouTube in March 2012, 

so that was the year I used for the publication date, since there is no note of when or where it 

originally aired.  

    ii.) 000 Computer science and 600 Technology didn’t have any areas that were appropriate for 

this item, so I searched through the 770s for Photography, computer art, film, video under Arts & 

recreation. 776.6 specified Animation and video, and the YouTube video is specifically about 

Animated GIFs.  

 I considered several options from Table 1. T1—07 Education was for more formal 

education and research. T1—0202 Synopses and outlines had a note that it should not be used for 

introductions to subjects. T1—023 the Subject as a profession, occupation, hobby took 

precedence over T—0208 Audiovisual treatment in the notes under T1—0. In addition, the idea 

of audiovisual medium is already included in the 776.6 number.  
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    iii.) LCSH doesn’t have anything specifically on GIFs, so I had to go a bit broader into 

Computer art, since the video focuses on GIFs as an art form. Computer animation was more for 

longer movies, Computer drawing was more for static art, and Computer graphics was for 

engineering drawings. I tried looking at the Subdivisions controlled by Pattern Headings H 1148 

Art, but they didn’t seem applicable to this item. I decided to use the free-floating subdivision –

Audio-visual aids instead of –Study and teaching—Audio-visual aids because while the video is 

educational it is for a fairly general audience and it is not instructional—it talks about GIFs but it 

does not outline how to create them. 

 

 


